12 August 2007

How Open Can We Go?
MEDIA INVITATION

Akvo is a unique project to transform the way water and sanitation development is
organised in the poorest parts of the world. Backed by some major development
groups, we are applying the principles of Oopen sourceO to speed up development.

If we do our job well, it will become the dePnitive, Internet-based, global online water
and sanitation resource and collaborative platform.

Thomas Bjelkeman-Pettersson, founder of Akvo, will be available for a unique
series of one-to-one media briefings at Stockholm World Water Week 2007 from
Monday 13th until Friday 17th August.

¥ Monday to Friday. Get the full inside story by scheduling a time and location
for a one to one interview. Contact Mark Charmer at mark@akvo.org or on
+44 7976 960739 / +46 704 386 355.

¥ Tuesday lunchtime. Attend our panel debate at 12:15. We"ll ask whether a
#wikipedia of water" can transform the pace of water developmentThe panel
will be moderated by Fiona Harvey, environment correspondent at the Finan-
cial Times.

The session runs from 12:15 to 13:15 and takes place in Room 503-4 in the
Folkets Hus building and is open to any registered delegate. Lunch is on us.

¥ Tuesday evening. That same evening of 14th, join us for informal evening
drinks. This meeting of open minds will run from 18:00 until 21:00 at Duvel
Cafe, Vasagatan 50 (www.duvelcafe.com). Please come along.

¥ Sunday. See Peter van der Linde of Netherlands Water Partnership, and one
of the Akvo team, showing the project as part of a session on knowledge
management and communication at 11:15am on Sunday 12 August at the
Sustainable Sanitation Alliance event (SuSanA) at Stockholm Environment In-
stitute, KrSftriket 2B, Stockholm.

Learn more about Akvo at www.akvo.org
and for our insights from World Water Week,
akVO check out www.akvo.org/blog




More background

Still in 'alpha’ development phase, Akvo will present its initial product to the develop-
ment establishment in August 2007 at Stockholm World Water Week. It represents a
unique convergence of people, knowledge and skills from the development and in-
formation technology sectors.

Our objective is to provide free and open working knowledge, a collaborative com-
munity, micro Pnance solutions and a marketplace for the water and sanitation com
munity.

A Wikipedia and eBay for water, rolled into one, it is backed by some of the leading
expert organisations in global water and sanitation development. We have seed fund-
ing from a Dutch consortium committed to technology innovation and the transforma-
tion of the water sector.

Today Akvo is working to expand its network of supporters while we embark on pilot
projects in India.

Our blog B www.akvo.org/blog B contains analysis and updates related toAkvo, the
issues we are working to address and provides insight into the people and organisa-
tions behind the project.

For further information, please contact:
Mark Charmer B best contact for media enquiries

mark@akvo.org
t: +44 7976 960739

Peter van der Linde B best contact for partnership enquiries

peter@akvo.org
t: +31 6523 86509

Thomas Bjelkeman-Pettersson b founder

thomas@akvo.org
t: +46 704 386355



